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rather than aids scientific research. Since it begins at the
level of the scientific worker, and is carried upwards, the
plan is not a menace; it does not threaten the worker with
problems imposed from above. No one is likely to criticise
it except the director, because as the scores of plans con-
verge at higher levels, they become less intelligible to the
committees who scrutinise them. The plan is, therefore,
harmless, but it would be a mistake to suppose that it is
responsible for the successes of Soviet science. These are
due to the brilliance of Soviet scientists, not to their
organisation.

(b)  The Soviet Union may.be presumed to have the
same proportion of first-class scientists per .head of popula-
tion as any other civilised country.   These scientists are
concentrated largely in Moscow and Leningrad.   They are
given every encouragement and facility to work.   Their
work is important and worth careful attention, as it would
be whatever their nationality and in whatever country they
worked.   They are given a very high social status and the/
are free from anxiety about money for themselves or for
their institutes.

(c)  Although there is not likely to be any greater pro-
portion of first-class scientists in the Soviet Union than
elsewhere, there is a much greater dilution of first-class men
by men of poorer quality.   In endowing so many institutes
so generously the ambitions of the planners of Soviet
science have outrun the human material available to them.
One advantage of the parsimonious policy of some capitalist
governments toward pure scientific research is that only
comparatively high-class men bother to take up scientific
research as a career.  This deterrent is absent in the U.S.S.R.
Scientific research ranks above clinical medicine or the law
as a profitable career.   It would be thought reactionary to
adopt a go-slow policy in expanding a scientific institute;
so institutes have to take what they can get in the way of
staff, and the first-class men are surrounded by, and-'
considerably hampered by, large numbers of workers of